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Ladies and Gentlemen,
good afternoon.
That’s all | can say in
English, sorry.
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(Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.
Please allow me to make the rest of my
speech in Japanese.)

Thank you very much for inviting me to this
truly special occasion, the Japan Australia
Sister Cities 50th Anniversary Forum.

First of all, | would like take this opportunity
to express my deepest and most sincere
gratitude to the Australian government and
its people for providing tremendous support
to our country, which suffered badly from
the Great East Japan Earthguake two years
ago on the 11th of March, 2011.

Only a week after the earthquake had
struck, the people of Lismore began raising
relief funds to aid victims. | thank you for
this, Mayor Dowell.

In response to the generous support that
we have received from around the world,
Japan is now relying on its strength as a
nation, and on the diligence, integrity and
perseverance of its people to make the long
awaited recovery from the disaster.

Before | talk any further, | would like you to
have a look at a short DVD presentation that
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highlights some of the exchange activities
enjoyed between the two cities of Lismore
and Yamato Takada.

(DVD)

Fifty years ago, Father Paul Glynn, whose
presence with which we are honoured this
afternoon, and the then Mayor of Yamato
Takada, Senzo Nagura, made great efforts
to sign what was to be the first sister city
agreement between Japan and Australia. |
can imagine the difficulties they would have
had to overcome to gain the support of
their people and respective city councils,
not to mention the differences in language
and culture. During our preparations for
the 50th anniversary of our partnership,
we came across a drawing at the library
in Lismore, which we discovered had been
made by a child from Yamato Takada fifty
years ago. According to records, children’
s drawings and crafts, handmade by the
people of Yamato Takada, were shipped over
to Lismore from the port of Kobe, as soon
as it was announced that the two cities were
to become sister cities. For this visit too, the
people of Yamato Takada, from preschoolers
to primary school students and the elderly,
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have made drawings and origami crafts or
have written letters to give to the people of
Lismore through our visiting delegation.

After signing the Sister City Agreement in
August 1963, the two mayors visited each
other’s city, from which point onwards,
mutual exchange has continued to this
day. Yamato Takada and Lismore have
promoted their friendship through people to
people exchanges, as well as through sport,
music and commemorative events such
as the planting of trees. Among this year’
s delegates, there is even a member who is
searching for his/her pen friend from fifty
years ago.

Through our student exchange program,
which began in 1985, more than 300 students
have stayed with families in each other’s
country, experiencing first hand, differences
in culture and ways of living. Each year,
at the end of their two week visit, we see
tears on the faces of both students and host
families. | truly believe that these exchanges
are precious and meaningful opportunities
for people to learn to understand each other,
and to deepen and spread their bonds of
friendship.

On a slightly different note, this February, we
had the pleasure of welcoming Lismore City
Council’s Public Health Officer, Cameron
Smith to Yamato Takada. His four week visit
coincided with a pre World Baseball Classic
two game series, held between Japan and
Australia at the Osaka Dome. The WBC,
by the way, is an international baseball
tournament held every four years, and is
a very popular sporting event in Japan.
Among 40,000 supporters of Team Japan
that filled the Dome, there was one officer
from Lismore City Council, as well as four
members of staff from Yamato Takada City
Council waving the Australian flag, munching
on some crocodile jerky in support of Team
Australia!

To commemorate the 20th anniversary of
our sister city relationship, we planted a
eucalyptus seed given to us by the people of
Lismore. Thirty years on, the seed has grown
into a huge gum tree, fifteen metres tall. Last
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year, we planted a bottlebrush tree next to
the eucalyptus and put up a commemorative
plague. With the hope that our bond of
friendship would be everlasting, we decided
to call the place “Lismore Garden”.

Even though we live so far apart, on opposite
sides of the equator, we always think about
you. Whenever we hear on the news that
there has been a natural disaster in your
country, whenever we hear about “Australia”,
those of us who have never even met
you before think about you, the people of
Lismore.

As it is stated in the pledge that was
exchanged in 1963, our friendship is by no
means confined to our two cities. On the
contrary, our aim is to promote friendship
between the motherlands, Japan and
Australia, and furthermore to contribute to
world peace. For this purpose, we need to
provide more opportunities for exchange in a
wider range of fields that includes education,
social welfare and the industries. Keeping
this in mind, it is my intention to promote
further exchange between our two cities that
will be meaningful and worthwhile to us all.

On our side, the Yamato Takada Lismore
Sister City Association plays a central role in
promoting exchange between our two cities.
Its 90 members are represented here today
by President Murashima and Vice President
Wakimoto. Together with the people of
Lismore, we have worked hard to prepare
for the 50th anniversary celebrations.
Officers of the Yamato Takada City Council
and their counterpart in Lismore have yet to
meet, but have already made a promise to
“celebrate over a glass of champagne after
all the hard work, when we finally meet”!

| would like to see as many people as
possible taking part in the celebrations, and |
sincerely hope that this wonderful sister city
relationship will continue for many years to
come.

Thank you.
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Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen.
That's all | can say in English,sorry.
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Mayor Jenny Dowell, Address for August 7,
Dinner

Welcome everyone-

Thank you MC Councillor - Neil Marks

On this special evening, we acknowledge
the first peoples of this land, the Widjabul
people of the Bundjalung nation who have
celebrated community gatherings on this
land for 40,000 years.

| welcome:

Ms Janelle Saffin, Federal Member for Page
Mr Thomas George, State Member for
Lismore

Dr Masahiro Kohara Consul-General of
Japan

Ms Yoko Kimura, cheirperson of CLAIR

Mr Peter Lee Vice Chancellor Southern
Cross University for generously sponsoring
this dinner.

My fellow Councillors

Lismore Council General Manager, Mr Gary
Murphy
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As very special guests, | welcome my Yamato
Takada Mayoral colleague Mr Masakatsu
Yoshida, his wife Shinko and Yamato Takada
city representatives from Council, business
and community. And a special welcome to
Father Paul Glynn who was the catalyst for
this momentous day.
Earlier today we gathered to celebrate
a bond of friendship that connects two
cities for ever. Mayor Clyde Campbell of
Lismore and Mayor Senzo Nagura of Yamato
Takada signed a Friendship agreement that
developed through the initiative of a very
special Lismore man, Father Paul Glynn.
In part, the words of that Sister City
Friendship signed on this day in 1963 read:
‘The horizons of this contract, this
friendship are not just the two cities but the
Motherlands Australia and Japan. More, it is
our firm belief that our efforts will contribute
to the peace of the whole world’
Twenty-five years later in 1988, the sister city
Friendship was Reaffirmed by Mayor Harold
Fredericks and Mayor Yasuharu Morikawa.



Across the decades, there have been regular
exchanges of letters, gifts and visits. We
have helped each other in challenging times
and established close bonds that have stood
the test of time.

Lismore, like Yamato Takada, is a different
place than it was 50 years ago. In this
city we have Japanese restaurants, our
supermarkets sell Japanese foods that
are now familiar to Australians, we have
Japanese shops selling kimono and home
and gift wares. Japanese language is taught
in some schools and Japanese born people
live and work here. No doubt Yamato Takada
is different too.

Communications are now by email and
Skype-making the organisation of this
anniversary much easier.

So there are many changes, but one thing
remains constant-the value we place on
our relationship. An important part of that
relationship’s constancy has been the annual
student exchanges that operate between
our secondary schools. | thank Colleen and
Ric Virtue for their organization of those
visits over many years on behalf of Lismore
Council.

This year, Cameron Smith from Lismore City
Council staff, had the privilege of working
at Yamato Takada Council for a month.
Cameron learned a great deal from his
experience and | take this opportunity to
publically thank Mayor Yoshida for having
Cameron at your Council and | hope one
day we can host a staff member from your

Sz AHNEEHE
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Goodevening, Ladies
and Gentlemen.
That's all | can say
in English,sorry.
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Council.

This is indeed a special week for our two
cities.

On Monday in Sydney, Ms Yoko Kimura from
CLAIR hosted a forum in recognition of our
50th anniversary.

This morning we unveiled a plaque at a
Japanese maple tree at City Hall

Tomorrow in Goonellabah, our school
children will participate in a day of games
led by Yamato Takada ladies.

On Friday the visitors will take a tour of our
city and rural areas. And we will sadly say
Sayonara on Friday afternoon.

Tonight we celebrate and re-commit to the
continuation of the Lismore Yamato Takada
50 year Sister City relationship. Mayor
Yoshida and | will sigh a Re-Affirmation that
binds our City's for the next 50 years and
beyond.

In the words of the Reaffirmation:

Mayor Masakatsu Yoshida and citizens of
Yamato Takada, your presence shows your
willingness to further cement our Friendship.
| assure you that Lismore shares your
commitment. | look forward to an opportunity
when | and some Lismore citizens might visit
your city to demonstrate to your community
that our resolve to maintaining this special
Friendship is also strong.

Thank you for being here with us and in the
spirit of our Mayoral ancestors Clyde Campbell
and Senzo Nagura, | reach out our city’s hand
of friendship again.
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Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.
That’s all | can say in English, sorry.

| would like to make my speech to represent
70 thousand of Yamato Takada citizens. |
am very pleased to be here tonight for the
truly special occasion, the Lismore Yamato
Takada Sister Cities 50th Anniversary
ceremony.

First of all, | would like take this opportunity
to express my deepest and most sincere
gratitude to the Australian government and
its people for providing tremendous support
to our country, which suffered badly from
the Great East Japan Earthquake two years
ago on the 11th of March, 2011.

Only a week after the earthquake had
struck, the people of Lismore began raising
relief funds to aid victims. | thank you for
this, Mayor Dowell and people in Lismore.
Also in Lismore at 2012, when the exchange
students from Yamato Takada have visited
here, Lismore city held a memorial service
and Father Glynn have attended for whom
have lost their lives at the earthquake on the
11th of March, 2011.

We deeply thank you from our heart for your
thought. We felt your thoughts with us.

In response to the generous support that
we have received from around the world,
Japan is now relying on its strength as a
nation, and on the diligence, integrity and
perseverance of its people to make the long
awaited recovery from the disaster.

| have come to Lismore with 50 of Yamato
Takada citizen. | am very delighted that |
could be here tonight at this moment with
you. | would like to thank you for inviting us,
and your sincere thought.

Fifty years ago, Father Glynn, whose
presence with which we are honoured this
evening, and the then Mayor of Yamato
Takada, Senzo Nagura, made great efforts
to sign what was to be the first sister city
agreement between Japan and Australia. |
can imagine the difficulties they would have
had to overcome to gain the support of their

people and respective city councils, | would
like to show my deepest appreciation for
them again.

Since the sister city agreement, we have
had visiting Lismore and Yamato Takada for
cultural exchange throughout sports and
music. March in this year, our youth soccer
team visited Lismore for the friendly match,
even after they came back to Japan, they
keep in touch by sending email and talk on
skype to make their friendship tighter.

On a slightly different note, this February, we
had the pleasure of welcoming Lismore City
Council” s Public Health Officer Cameron
Smith to Yamato Takada. His four week visit
coincided with a pre World Baseball Classic
two game series, held between Japan and
Australia at the Osaka Dome. The WBC, by
the way, is the biggest international base
ball tournament held every four years by
Major League Baseball in the United States
of America, and is a very popular sporting
event in Japan. Among 40,000 supporters
of Team Japan that filled the Dome, there
was one staff from Lismore City Council, as
well as four members of staff from Yamato
Takada City Council waving the Australian
flag, munching on some crocodile jerky in
support of Team Australia!

In addition, during his stay in Yamato
Takada, he joined a practice of Japanese
dance team, whom with us tonight. A fan
in his one hand and learned how to dance.
He also visited public school in the city, and
Daigokuden palace at Heijyokyo to see the
capital of Japan in 1300 years ago. He has
had met many Japanese.

To commemorate the 20th anniversary of
our sister city relationship, we planted a
eucalyptus seed given to us by the people
of Lismore. Thirty years on, the seed has
grown into a huge gum tree, fifteen meters
tall. Last year, we planted a bottlebrush
tree next to the eucalyptus and put up a
commemorative plaque. With the hope that
our bond of friendship would be everlasting,
we decided to call the place “Lismore
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Garden”.

Through our student exchange program,
which began in 1985, more than 300 students
have stayed with families in each other’s
country, experiencing first hand, differences
in culture and ways of living. | truly believe
that these exchanges are precious and
meaningful opportunities for people to learn
to understand each other, and to deepen
and spread their bonds of friendship.

We thank Colleen and Ric Virtue, whom the
student exchange co-ordinator in Lismore,
for being taking care of the students from
Yamato Takada, also during their stay in
Yamato Takada they deepen the friendship
with our citizen.

As it is the tree grow, in these 50 years, our
friendship grow bigger and thicker.

We have tight and deep friendship that we
have been cultivated in these years, and |
promise you that | will give my best effort
to take over this relationship to the young
citizens whom attending here tonight. | am
hoping that they will hold 100th anniversary
ceremony for the sister city relationship in
the future.

Lismore and Yamato Takada will grow

UXE—MRNEZRES
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together in various fields includes welfare,
education, and environmental project
through the exchange of our sister city
project.

As the sister city agreement,

THAT the horizons of this Contract are not
just the two Cities, but the Motherlands,
Australia and Japan: THAT this shall be their
contribution to understanding, goodwill

We need to hold our hands to continually
keep our effort to maintain this promise.

Lastly, | would like to thank for Lismore
Council officers, Southern Cross University,
the schools which have visited us for the 8th
August, volunteers from Lismore, officers
from CLEAR, and everyone who have
supported us for this visit. Also | thank
everyone who have came here as Yamato
Takada City Contingent, members of Yamato
Takada and Lismore Sister City Association.
This was not come true without all your
effort and support.

| can not stop myself wishing that this
deepen and tight bond will expand in the
future.

Arigatougozaimashita.
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