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We do hope The Bamboo Shoots born out of the soil of Yamato-Takada will grow up and act as a go-between for the citizens in Lismore and in Yamato-Takada
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New Attempt in 51st Year, Sister City Exchange Project

Mr. and Mrs. Jenny Dowell, mayor of Lismore city
council of Australia, along with Mr. and Mrs. Gary
Murphy, general manager of the same city council,
stayed in Yamato Takada city from April 10th to
16th. The main purpose of their visit to Takada city
was to sign and exchange the Sister City School

Friendship Agreements between the two cities, with 3
elementary schools and 1 senior high school chosen
from each city being aimed at. The Sister City 50th
Anniversary celebration was held in Lismore city last
year, so this is the 51st year of the Sister City
Exchange Relationship for each city.

April 14th

The two mayors had a
meeting about the
development of the sister city
B relations in the future. After
the meeting the signing
ceremony of Sister City
' School Friendship
Agreements was held in
order for the agreements to
be concluded and signed by the principals of the four schools
mentioned above. This was featured by each of the
newspaper publishers. In the afternoon the party visited
Ukiana elementary school, which was one of the Sister
Schools, interacting and talking
with school children there.
The party also visited Yamato
Takada City Library and

. , . . presented some books which
mascot ‘Miku-chan,” including were sent from Lismore City

mayor Yoshida, welcomed Library.
them with applause. They got a hearty reception at the city __
assembly hall and they met the chairperson and other
members of the city assembly and then they made a tour of
the city hall.

In the afternoon they also took a study tour of some of the
public facilities and at ‘Lismore Garden’ in Takada General
Park they planted sasanqua trees. After that they enjoyed
tea ceremony and then visited Takada City Hospital. In the
evening a welcoming dinner party was organized by
Lismore - Yamato Takada Sister City Association.

April 10th

Mayor Jenny Dowell and her
party arrived at Yamato Takada =
City Hall. A great number of _
office members and the city

14 April 2014
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The party paid a private visit to Hiroshima City and took a
study tour of the Atomic Bomb Museum and some other
places there. On 16th they left for home at Kansai
International Airport and reached their city Lismore safely
\the next day. Y,

April 11th

The party paid a visit to Asuka Village, Amakashi-no-oka
Hill, Heijyokyo Palace Site, Todaiji Temple and some other
places.




Smiling Faces in class
written by Andrew Weir

On 29 March 2014, | arrived at Kansai international Airport after a
9hour flight from Australia. | was coming to Japan to participate in
the Staff Exchange Program between the Cities of Yamato Takada and
Lismore as well as being part of the Sister City 50th Anniversary
celebrations between these wonderful cities. After going through
Customs which was a rather long process, | walked through the
security doors and was greeted by welcoming posters and the bright
smiling faces of all staff members from the City office.

What a wonderful way to start my visit !!

As a boy growing up in the 1960s, my favorite TV shows were Astro
Boy, Shintaro the Samurai, Prince Planet, Marine Boy and the
Phantom Agents. From loving these TV shows a developed a strong
fascination with Japanese culture, both popular and historical and to
be able to come and live and work in Japan was a dream come true.
As part of my activities in the Staff Exchange Program | was seeking
to increase my knowledge within the areas of Fire Safety and
Building/Development Regulation. However, | found that the role |
have in Lismore City Council as a “Senior Building and Fire Safety
Officer” , does not exist in Japan. This role is divided between the
Building Officials at Prefecture level and the Fire Brigade and is
covered by two different pieces of legislation, the Building Standard
Law of Japan and the Fire Services Regulations. During my stay | was
fortunate enough to be able to visit the Building and Planning Office
at the Nara Prefecture Office. This meeting was held with officials and
we discussed the planning requirements and building codes that are
used in Nara Prefecture. It was very informative and gave me an
insight into the worklng ofJapanese building and planning regulations.

== One of the other activities

“ that had been organized

_ || for my visit, was to attend
=48 the ‘English Language Class’
| (The Bamboo Shoots Circle)

l which was conducted by
my host father and is held
every second Friday at the
Community Centre. | thought that | would be attending the class to
watch and maybe provide some assistance to the students while they
are learning English, but my host father had other ideas. He said that
| was to be a “guest teacher of English” and that | would be out the
front conducting the class. | am not very good at public speaking,
especially as | have a problem with the pronunciation of certain

English syllables (and I also found the same with some Japanese
syllables) and the idea of standing out in front of a class of students
who were wanting to learn English, made me very nervous. However,
he had so much faith in me that | would be a success and this gave
me the confidence to be able to stand up in front of his class. | need
not have worried. The students whose ages ranged from mid 30s to
mid 70s, were wonderful and showed such a passion for learning
English that all mynerves disappeared.

| also learned that English is taught in schools, but the students only
learn how to read and write and not to speak it, so there is this great
desire to learn how to speak English. To my amazement | found that |
really enjoyed helping the students to learn and speak English. Lunch
was provided, which was absolutely delicious and during lunch the
students kept asking questions. My first class as a “guest teacher of
English” , was very enjoyable and all my nerves about speaking in
front of the students disappeared and | found that | was looking
forward to when the next class would be.

But the learning and speaking of English did not stop once we left the
classroom, as the members of the “English circle” as he calls his class,
visited his house on many occasions, with members cooking dinners,
teaching me to make udon noodles in the traditional method and
taking my host father and | out on tours of the sights. However at all
these events, it was not only English being spoken but Japanese and |

found that this was a good way to learn Japanese, especially as | now
had a lot of teachers who were very patience with my many strange
pronunciations of Japanese words. As he kept telling me the only way to
improve is by “practice, practice, practice. ” During my stay | was able
to attend the English class on another 2 occasions and | was not nervous
at all in being out the front of the class and helping the students not
only to increase their knowledge of English but also to speak. Lunch at
the second class was something different with the lunch box containing
2 baby squid which were delicious.

From this experience, | am now looking at enrolling in University to
undertake study and training in how to teach English as a second other
language, so that | can come back and spend more time in Yamato
Takada and to be qualified in teaching English.

My stay in Yamato Takada for 49 days was a wonderful experience for
me. | made many new friends and through the wonders of modern
technology of e-mails and Facebook, | have been able to keep in touch
and this helps our friendships to grow. | could not have had such a great
experience without the very generous support of Officers of the City
Council, my host family, members of the sister city association and the
many other wonderful people | met and became friends with and my

heartfelt thanks goes out to all of these people. (As the original is)

Exchange Students to Lismore decided

The following 5 students were selected as the exchange students
delegated to Lismore, Australia by Takada city this year. The 5 senior
high school are scheduled to visit Lismore for two weeks from July
25 through August 8, accompanied by Ms. Mika Ogawa, an English
teacher of Takada City Commercial Senior High School.

[Aimi Hirabayashi] | am very happy to be given a good
chance to be able to come into contact with some ways of life
in Lismore, Australia, for the first time. Through my opportunity
this time | do want to learn much more about Yamato Takada.
As an exchange student | would like to bring back an original
experience of my own which | will never forget.

[Mei Wakabayashi] | want to tell many local people in
Lismore about traditional Japanese culture and old
entertainments. Also | would like to engage myself in the
activity of Sister City Friendship by having much
communication with them. | do hope that my great
experience this time will be above all a delight for me and
that it will remain forever in my memory.

[Masatsugu Miyawaki] | would like to come back with a lot
of precious experiences and new knowledge about culture
and lifestyles in Lismore, which | can get nowhere but in
Lismore. | will absorb as many of them as possible like a
sponge can soak up much water. After returning home | am

. going to inform many Takada citizens of my wonderful
experiences there.

[saya lyama] | want to get people in Lismore to take much
more interest in Japan than before, so | will try to increase
communication with them. By doing so, | want to take back
some wonderful experiences in Lismore. | would like to take
this opportunity as an exchange student to study English
much harder from now on.

[Ayari Wada] [ will have a talk with local citizens in Lismore
as much as possible to deepen the Sister City Friendship as
well as | want to feel a sense that there are some differences
of culture and ways of life between Lismore and Takada. Also
| will tell them about culture peculiar to Japan by practicing
calligraphy and doing origami.

[Mmika Ogawa(English teacher)] | will make my best effort to
support the five exchange students from Takada in many
ways in order for them to make good use of their precious
time in Lismore. In addition, | myself want to take pleasure in
cross-cultural understanding during my stay in Lismore, of
course, by studying more about Takada.
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