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Please introduce your self BEeBNAneHBFEVLLET,

Ohayoo gozaimasu, I would like to take this
opportunity to introduce myself, my name is Cameron
Smith and I am an employee of the Lismore City
Council. My role there is that of Public Health
Officer. What does this mean I here you ask. (Well I
would if I was talking with you).

The Public Health Officer is responsible to ensure
that the health of the public is looked after. This
means inspecting food shops to make sure they sell
food safely. (nobody likes eating food that will make
them sick), I check the
water test results to
make sure our Council
is delivering safe water
to the public as well as
inspecting beauty salons
and tattoo parlours. So
essentially my primary =

purpose to protect the |

public from poor and/ § b
or dangerous business |

practices.
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Please introduce the city of Lismore

European settlement began in the Lismore area in 1843
to raise sheep and cattle. In 1845, it was named Lismore
after a small island in Loch Linnhe in the Scottish
highlands. (I would like to point out Australia was
colonised by the British in 1788, so we are by Japanese
standards a very young nation)

I have lived in the city of Lismore for more than 35
years. In this time I have seen many changes as the place
has evolved from a sleepy town to a growing city.
Lismore is at the heart of the Northern Rivers region
which is located on the far north coast of New South
Wales. The population for the local government area
known as Lismore is approximately 43,000, (so if your
thinking of retiring, why not consider immigrating to
Lismore, and we do make excellent sushi)

Because of its location there are many government
departments, business and two major hospitals. This
makes Lismore a very busy place.

Lismore is a culturally diverse city, boasting Europeans
(english, italian and greek), Chinese, Sudanese, Japanese
and of course an Aboriginal population (who we refer
to as 'traditional custodians' in this region,the of
Aboriginals are known as the Bundjalung Nation.
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How is Japan and Takada

From what I have seen of Japan as a nation so far is
that there is great pride and friendliness every where
I go. The peoples respect and courtesy for not only
each other but for there surroundings and history
is astonishing. This definitely carries through to the
people who live in Yamatotakada. For example i was
humbled to meet a gardener who as part of his job had
been caring for a tree for 30 years. Most Australian
will usually have 2 or 3 jobs or employers in their
career, it is rare in my Country to find a person so
dedicated to the one job.

> THERRZ (2B 130)

What is the reason to come to Takada city
and why the exchange

There are two reasons for coming to Takada city.
Firstly as there is already a strong tie with Lismore
City it is a great opportunity to meet the people and
see the place that our Council and Mayor talk with
and about regularly. Secondly as I have spent my life
working for the Government in enforcement it is really
exciting to learn how another City operates its system
of government and see how the Takada City operates its
services and looks after its citizens. (I am discovering
how very similar our two Cities are)
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What do you wish for the lismore and takada
city for the future.

In the future I can see greater relations between our
cities. My visit will enable me to increase Australian
awareness of Japanese culture and traditions. I would
also like to think that this will also enable more
exchanges of ideas, knowledge and practices about
what each city is doing. Already I have seen systems/
practices here that I am really keen to discuss with
my management to see if they may be partially or
fully integrated into our systems.

With the upcoming 50th anniversary celebrations
being held at Lismore City
in August this year, this
visit is enabling me to speak
(with greater knowledge) and
enthusiastically encourage the
people of Lismore to support
and attend the events planned
as this is a fantastic and rare
opportunity for our local people ,,
to see Japanese culture first %
hand and as Australians like to
say 'in the comfort of our own
back yard'.
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TheCity Office of

.. Yamaz‘o Takada

fOMlica | (Tel 074502211101 Fax 0745(52) 2801)
mcn Olmlhl Yamato Taksda City, Nara Pret, Japan

Mayor Jenny Dowell
Council Chambers

43 Oliver Avenue
Goonellabah 2480 NSW

Australia
30 January 2013
Dear Mayor Dowell

Deepest sympathy to those affected by the cyclone in Australia

EX R

Citizens of Yamato Takada city and all council staffs including myself are deeply
distressed and saddened by reports of the eyclone which have left in wakes damages to

your eity.

We wish to extend our sincerest sympathy to you and through you, to all those who have

been inflicted with this damages in this natural disaster.

1 assure we stand ready, to extend any support and assistance.

Please do not hesitate to ask us for any assistance,

Our extensive and longterm standing ties of friendship is here to help, and hold your
people's hands.

Plense accept the renewed assurances of our esteem and consideration.

ZX &
aé\ i
Mayor

O ZE ST DAL

SEWVIZE1 H26H! J:
L7420 i2k3
AR EZRITPES K E
IR BB e T
NEL7z i RICHEE I A
[ EBORENHERIT
FL7z, SIERBELRED. H
ZLBEES AR D K
R IZBINTE QT PERTERICH

Sincerely,

Masakutsu Yoshida
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LISMORE CITY COUNCIL

Mayor’s Office

Mayor Masakatsu Yoshida
The City Office

100-1 Ohnaka

‘Yamato Takada City

Nara Prefecture

JAPAN

January 31, 2013

Dear Mayor Yoshida

Thank you very much for your kind thoughts and good wishes for our Council and
community and your offer is assistance and support. We greatly appreciate that you are
thinking of us.

Lismore city is very fortunate that the flood and severe weather in our City that started

on Australia Day Jan 28 has not caused major damage. Our people are all safe and
today the sun is shining and the flood are slowly receding.

The winds blew down hundreds of big trees so there our Council workers have worked
during the night and day to clear them from roads. There will be many road repairs too.
Many farmers have lost their crops but they will recover in time. Many houses are
isolated by flood waters and some still have no electricity or water but pecple are in good
spirits.

We are fortunate to have many velunteer emergency workers who have been helping
pecple remove trees from their properties and cover damaged roofs at their homes.

People in areas north of us in Queensland state are not $o lucky and there is much
devastation and some lives lost. Australia is a land of exiremes with some parts of our
‘Country having droughts and bushfires and others having too much rain.

Thank you again fer your care and thoughtfulness. We value our Sister City friendship
and hold the people of your city in our thoughts and hearts.

We hope you and your citizens are well and enjoying prosperity and happiness.
Yours sinceraly
Al

Jenny Dowell
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Nowadays in Lismore

from Colleen
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them.

Some of the photos are of
' the Lismore City Concert
“ Band who played a few

Songs including Waltzing
Matilda.

Love from Colleen
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FHE— 35th Anniversary Live tour
“The Road to the Light” 1st Stage Final
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