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Acknowledgement of the Anniversary of
the Yamatotakada Lismore Sister City Relationship

On the 7th of August 2023, our sister-city relationship between Yamatotakada City and
Lismore City celebrated its 60th year anniversary. | would like to express my gratitude to
everyone involved in the continuing our connection between both cities within the last 60
years. | would also like to express my gratitude to Father Paul Glynn, and the current
Mayor of that time, Mr. Senzo Nagura, who built the foundations of our cities’ sister city
relationship. We must continue this friendship between us, and strive to achieve new
developments whilst also deepening our cities’ connections.

This year, we had delegates from Lismore visit our city, and like a symbol of good
fortune, " Takada Senbonzakura” were in full bloom. During this time, the Lismore
delegation visited the place which started it all, Takada Catholic Kindergarten.
Afterwards, they visited recovery sites in Akadani and Shimizu, located in Oto Town, in
the southern part of Gojo City, located in the Kii Peninsula, both areas which suffered
great catastrophic loss due to Typhoon 12 in 201 1. Following this, our Lismore guests
learned about our city"s more traditional local industry, through a site-visit at a sock
making factory. | believe that by having guests from Lismore visit Yamatotakada and
experience our city, the 60-year relationship between us has further deepened and
evolved.

| had a wonderful time sharing experiences and exchanging ideas with the Lismore

delegation. | really feel that the bond between our sister cities has grown even stronger.

| want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the pioneers who established the sister city
relationship between our cities. I'm also excited about the future developments that lie

ahead for us.
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Celebrating 60 Years of the Lismore-Yamato Takada
Sister City Connection

My visit to Japan as Mayor of Lismore, especially Yamato Takada, was an unforgettable
and deeply enriching experience.

Coming from a small town, seeing the bustling energy of Tokyo and meeting so many
people was overwhelming yet inspiring. | am proud of Lismore and Australia, but the
warmth, hospitality, and culture of the Japanese people has left a lasting impression on
me. Our hosts went above and beyond to welcome us, and | was deeply honoured to
meet important figures such as Mayor Horiuchi and the Chairman of the Yamato Takada
assembly, Mr Morimoto. The cherry blossoms, cultural sites, and historical landmarks
like Kashihara Shrine showcased Japan’s rich heritage, while the formal dinners and
performances, including Gagaku & Nogaku, highlighted its traditions.

The festival celebrating the 60th anniversary of our sister city relationship was a beautiful
reminder of the bond shared between Yamato Takada and Lismore.

Throughout our stay, we visited disaster recovery sites and saw Japan’s remarkable
resilience and efficiency in rebuilding. | was especially moved by our tour of Aogakien, a
facility supporting people with additional needs, which reflected Japan's deep care for its
people. From walking among the sacred deer at Nara Park to experiencing the kindness
of our hosts, every moment of this trip reinforced the importance of our ongoing
friendship. As Mayor, | look forward to fostering and growing this relationship for many

years to come.




